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Targeting, or “touch” , is a 
very useful behavior to teach 
your dog.  Once the behavior 
is learned it can be used at the 
veterinarian’s office to guide 
your dog onto the scale (no 
more tugging or pulling!) or  
as a means of keeping your 
dog’s attention while having 
blood drawn or tests done.  
You can also use targeting to 

teach many tricks: bow, 
crawl, spin, or close the door 
are just a few examples.  Tar-
geting can give a shy dog 
more confidence, and can be 
uses to calm and quiet a nerv-
ous or reactive dog.  Target-
ing can become a fun game to 
stimulate those doggy brain 
cells! 

Targeting is usually first taught 
as a nose touch to the hand.  
Paw targeting can also be 
taught and used for help with 
nail trimming, “shake hands”, 
or contacts in agility.  You can 
also teach your dog to touch a 
stick.  You can teach a spin or 
crawl easily with a target stick.  
“Go to your Mat” is another 
form of target  training!	

������	
��

����������	�


��
��� ������
����

��������	
	
��
�����	��� ��

������	
����������������
����������������������

��


��	������	��
�����	��	����������	
���

 �

��������	
	
��  ��

��������!�
�����	��	����������	
���

"�

#���	��	$��%��	
�� "�

�&�#��������
�
��'��
�����
���
��	������	��

(�

���������������
���

�������
��������
�������
��
����� ��!�"�������
"
��������#�

	$���%��&�����'
''!$��
��(��������������)�����
��*�

��$���%��&�����'
''!$
����
���������������*�

�+$�,�%��&�����'
''!$
+���
���������������*�

�-�.��/%��&�����
'
''!$0���
������)�����
������������*�

�



· ,��
�����	���	%3#�.	#4.	
+
�-�	��	�����

.5*	��	��
	
������ ��	���	������
�	���

�����	��
�	�����
	���	
�����

	��	�������		6 78!	
������	
�� ���	 
	����
��
�������
��	��	���	���
	��	

����	�
����������	����	�	
�
�	
��	��
	��	
������	
����
	��	���	���
�		#�
�	

�
�	���
	������������	��	
��
	�����	���
�	�	����
���
	�����
����

�	�
�
�	

�
�	������9	��
�
	��	:
��	
����
�����	��	��
	���	����	

����
�

	����	
�:
��	��	

�
�	�������
�	��	�
����
����	���	

· ��
��	���	����

���	�����
������	����	��	
�:������	
��
���
�	%
���	6����
-�	
;�����
*	

· #��
�	���	��	���

	�

��	
����	��	����

���	�������

�
�	�	�

	��
	
����	����	
��	��
	����
	��
	���
����
	
����
���		,�	�����	��	����
�
������	�

	���
	�����	

�
��	���	��	���

	�

��	

· ��������	��	��
	���

	
�������	���
�����	
��
��	
��
	
�������	�
��

�	����
������

	��
	����	����	

�
��	�

�	��	����		,�	��
	
�����	������	������	�����


����	����	���	��
	
�	
���
	��
��
��	�������	���	
�	�����
	�

���	��
�	���	
�����	

· ,�	��	�
�������
	��	
��
��	
��	�
���	
��	��	���
	��	
���	<	��	=	������	��	�����
	
����� 
��� ����� ���
	��		

gression, training techniques,  how 
to read a dogs body language, be-
havior and learning theory with 
some of the top people in their 
fields.  I watch as many DVD's 
and read as many books as I can.   
 I love to figure out how to change 
a dog's behavior with the least 
amount of stress for the dog and 
owner and have a fun time doing 
it!                          
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Bear 
 
Australian Shepherd 
14 years old 
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I can't remember a time when animals were not part of 
my life.  I started training 30 some years ago with the 
family dog then went on to train the neighbors chows.  I 
did take a break to get married and have 4 children.  I was 
head trainer for the Manitowoc County Kennel Club for 
over 20 years and Obedience Director for over 4 years.  I 
did get a CD title on one of my Aussies but found out that 
showing made me a nervous wreck and was hard on the 
pocket book. I am currently a Canine Good Citizen 
(CGC) evaluator for the AKC.   I have a  private home 
training and behavior consults business for the last 5 
years with referrals from a local Manitowoc vet. 
I continue my education by going to seminars on dog ag-

Sadie 
Jack Rus-
sell Terrier 
5 years old 
 Wylie 

12 years old 
Pit-bull Mix 
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     Submissive urination is 
often found in puppies and 
insecure adult dogs.  You of-
ten notice that puppies and 
also sometimes adolescent 
and adult dogs release some 
urine when you bend over to 
greet or pat them.  You may 
also observe submissive uri-
nation  in situations when 
your puppy perceives aggres-
sion.  This may happen for 
instance when a dominant 
adult dog or you approach the 
puppy. 

Why Does Your Puppy React 
Like This?    
 * A dog with this behavior 
feels inferior, may be even 
threatened 
 *  He wants to divert atten-
tion 
The message is clear: "I'm 
small, submissive, totally in-
significant and no rival." 

Don’t 
punish 
this be-
havior! 

	

I am a member of the APDT 
(Association of Pet Dog 
Trainers), an organization that 
promotes positive training as 
a means to foster a better rela-
tionship between dog and 
owner, while training the dog 
to be a  well-mannered mem-
ber of the family.  Our goal as 
teachers is to  
make training your dog a 

��������!������	��	����������	
���

positive, fun experience for 
both you and your dog.	

Dogs have always been a part 
of my life, from my Dad's 
hunting Beagles, to my cur-
rent pack of five (3 Australian 
Shepherds, a Border Collie, 
and a Golden/Lab mix).  One 
of my great joys is training 
dogs, and I have taken several 
of my dogs into competitive 
obedience with some success.   
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Willow 
6 years 

Kansas-3 YR 
Australian Shepherd 

Jinx-1 YR 
Australian Shepherd 

Chip- 10 YR. 
Border Collie Mix 

Bart– 8 YR. 
Golden Retriever Mix 



Welcome to Hot Diggity Dog- Reward Training in Manitowoc 
County where dogs and owners can build a great relationship 
while learning how to communicate in a clear and fun way.  
 
Our training program is based on this statement. 
"Behavior that is rewarded is repeated." 
 
 We use a clicker to mark and shape the correct behaviors and  
reinforcement (reward) to strengthen the new behaviors. 
(Positive does not mean permissive!) 
Using this method produces a happy, willing, thinking dog in 
partnership with the handler. 
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